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Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicants arguments with respect to claims 25-56 have been considered but are moot in view of 
the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 53-56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Harrow et al., U.S. 
Patent No. 5,682,489. 

4. As per claim 53, Harrow et al discloses a configurable ticker tape interface (column 3 lines 29-65) 
for providing performance data regarding a plurality of subjects stored in a remote database (column 3 
lines 1-19), the ticker tape interface being arranged to be configurable by the user to specify a subset of 
the plurality of subjects (column 3 lines 19-65), to obtain current performance data and historical data 
from the remote database regarding the selected subset of subjects (column 3 lines 1-5), and to generate 
user-controlled movable icons of the ticker tape interface (column 3 lines 28-45), each icon representing 
the current performance data and historical data for selected subject in graphical format (column 3 lines 
1-65). 

5. As per claim 54, Harrow et al discloses processing means for obtaining updated information from 
a distribution database (monitored system, column 3 lines 1-25) regarding a plurality of subjects 
(computer network, column 1 lines 1-25) and processing the obtained information to display a moving set 
of graphical images (fig 4C) t each image representing current performance data and historical data for a 
given subject (column 3 lines 1-5); and selecting means for creating a user selection, the selecting means 
being arranged to configure the processing means to obtain information for a selection of the plurality of 
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subjects stored in the distribution database (column 3 lines 1-25, the user can pre-select the information 
to be viewed). 

6. As per claim 55, Harrow et al discloses selection means, operable by the user, for selecting a 
time period of historical data, smaller than that stored in the distribution database for a given subject, 
which is to be displayed in the set of graphical images (column 4 lines 35-53). 

7. As per claim 56, Harrow et al discloses control means, operable by the user, for altering the 
movement of the set of graphical images (column 4 lines 10-35). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

9. Claims 25-28, 30, 33, 44 and 52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Becker, U.S. Patent No. 4,934,773 in view of Harrow et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,682,489. 

10. As per claims 25 and 52, Becker discloses a method of distributing performance data (stock 
market information, column 1 lines 54-65) concerning a plurality of subjects (different stocks, column 1, 
lines 54-65) from a distribution site (central computer, column 1 lines 54-65), the method comprising: 
storing gathered performance data concerning each of the subjects in a central database (column 1 lines 
54-65); on request from the user, providing a stream of data from the central database such a ticker tape 
is displayed at the user's site, automatically and without user interaction (column 1 lines 54-65). However, 
Becker does not disclose where the data is graphical historical data and storing this historical data. This is 
disclosed in Harrow et al in fig 3A, 3C, 4B and column 1 lines 38-47, column 2 lines 63-67, column 3 lines 
1-65. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
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display the historical data in graphical form because allows a user to make sense out of numbers (column 
1 lines 38-47, it is easier to grasp information in graph format then just by looking at the numbers; this 
also allows for faster interpretation of the information). 

11. As per claim 26, Becker does not disclose wherein the stream of historical data is provided as a 
stream of graphical data. This is disclosed in Harrow et al in fig 3A, 3C, 4B and column 1 lines 38-47, 
column 2 lines 63-67, column 3 lines 1-65. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to display the historical data in graphical form because allows a user to 
make sense out of numbers (column 1 lines 38-47, it is easier to grasp information in graph format then 
just by looking at the numbers; this also allows for faster interpretation of the information). 

12. As per claim 27, Becker does not disclose wherein a rate of generation of the graphical historical 
data charts corresponds to the speed of movement of the ticker tape displayed at the user's site. This is 
disclosed in Harrow et al in column 9 lines 61-67 and column 10 lines 1-5. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Becker with this limitation 
because this would allow the user to decide how fast they want to view the data. 

13. As per claim 28, Becker does not disclose wherein the storing step comprises storing the 
gathered performance data in the historical data blocks such that each block is partitioned according to 
predetermined different time periods. This is disclosed in Harrow et al in column 9 lines 37-42. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to partition the 
blocks according to different time periods because the user wants to compare to previous data during 
specific time periods, therefore the data would have to be stored at these different intervals for later 
retrieval. 

14. As per claim 30, Becker discloses gathering performance data at a central site and subsequently 
updating the distribution site with the gathered data (column 1 lines 54-65, updating the stock 
information). 

15. As per claim 33, Becker discloses wherein the providing step is initiated by a data request from 
the user (column 1 lines 54-65, the user request stock information). 
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1 6. As per claim 44, this would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made because since the stock changes daily then the storage would have to be updated before the 
user request the new information. 

17. Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Becker in view of Harrow 
et al as applied to claims 25-28 above, and further in view of Bay, Jr., U.S. Patent No. 5,347,452. 

18. As per claim 29, Becker in view of Harrow does not disclose wherein the historical data blocks 
are each partitioned in daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly time periods. This is disclosed in Bay in column 
2 lines 34-43. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have the historical data partitioned into these different time periods because this stock data is 
best looked during differing time periods. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

19. Claims 31-32, 34-43, 45-51 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA, 
Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office whose telephone number is 
(703) 306-0377. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Scott Wallace whose telephone number is 703-605-5163. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday thru Friday from 8:30am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Sumati Lefkowitz, can be reached on 703-306-0403. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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